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"Most states fail 1o require that the jury be
instructed ihat it may impose a life sentence if
a juror does not believe that the defendant
should receive the death penalty”;

“Every state studied appears to have signifi-
cant racial disparities in its capitat system, par-
ticularly those associated with the race of the
victim™: and ’

“States do not formally commute a death
sentence upon a finding that the inmate is in-
competent fo proceed on factual matters re-
quiring the inmate’s input”.

As iliustrated by this smail sampling, these
injustices are so grave, Madam Speaker, that
the ABA--an organizafion normally silent in
regards to the death penaliy—has called for a
nationwide moratorium.

Madam Speaker, in light of such regular oc-
currences of injustice in our system, it is im-
portant now more than ever o celebrate the
work of individuals who are correcting the iils
in our judicial system.

I encourage my colleagues 1o join me in be-
stowing upon Barry C. Scheck and Peter J.
Neufeld the Congressional Gold Medal, Their
work {o ensure that we, as a country, remain
a nation devoted stilf to “ruth, justice, and the
American way” is admirable and must be rec-
ognized.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the an-
niversary of the birth of Father Angelo
DrAgostino, SJ, MD. Father 'Ag, as he was
called by afl who knew and loved him, was
born on January 26, 1828 in Providence,
Rhode Istand. Unfortunately, Father D'Ag was
taken from us in 2006, However, his birth is a
cause for continued cefebration as he was a
living testament fo the principle that one per-
son can indeed male a difference.

| have met many wonderiul and inspiring
people in my years of service in Congress, but
there was clearly something very special
about Father D'Ag, and | feel honored and,
frankly, jucky to have had the opportunity o
meel him in Kenya and in Washingion. He
made a lasting impression on me, just as he
did on so many others throughout the world,

in 1892, at a time in Africa when so many
tives were iost to the scourge of AIDS, Father
D'Ag set up the first facilily in Kenya to care
for HIV infected children known as Nyumbani,
Swahill for "home”. These children were or-
phaned by the loss of & parent from the same
affliction or who were abandoned Dy parents
who could not or would not care for an Hiv-
positive child. His first three children soon
blogssomed into a community of children, but
they were dying at an alarming rate. Through
strong perseverance and atvocacy on behalf
of the children, Father [YAg batiled the drug
companies for affordable anti-retroviral medi-
cines. He also battled the Kenyan government
{o aitow the children into the public primary
schools.

Ultimate success on both fronts enabled him
to manage the virus and start o chip away at
the societal HIV stigma against these precious
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children. As a result, Nyumbani was trans-
formed from a hospice into a program that
nurtured the children’'s growth and develop-
ment, thanks to the painstaking care and love
that he and his staff gave to these kids.
Nyumbani today has 107 bright children with
loving hearis, beautifid smiles, and boundiess
energy on the soccer fisld,

Despite this monumental accomplishment at
Nyumnbani, Father D'Ag did not rest after pro-
viding a home for HiV-positive children without
parents. He went on to develop ancther pro-
gram: Lea Toto, Swahili for “lo raise the
chitd”, to provide medical care and nutrition to
HiV-positive children who have parents but
live in poverly in the many slums in and
around Nairobi. Today there are approximately
2 500 people who benefit from this community
oufreach progeam and stand & chance to sur-
vive under extreme hardship because of Fa-
ther D'Ag.

However, Father D'Ag was not done. After
reading the stories about abandoned sireet
children that had been slain by police, Father
D’Ag feit a need to expand hig reach and pro-
tect the ever burgeoning number of street chil-
dren in Kenva. He designed an additional pro-
gram, one that pairs children and the elderly,
the two groups mest vulnerable to the ravages
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Father [PAg de-
signed this program in his mind, and through
his perseverance and guile acquired a tract of
land in Kitui that became his beloved
Nyumbani Vilage. in this eco-friendly, self-
sustaining village the grandparents care for
their own grandchildren as well as other neady
chitdren in a house with a garden, access to
the village school, and training in one of the
many income-generating projects. While this
village is stil a work in progress, it already has
258 residents, 29 grandparents, and 229 chil-
dren, with a capacity of 1,000 residenis.

These achievemerts by Father D'Ag should
serve as an inspiration to us all. He changed
the world one child at a time, and he ex-
panded his reach {o do so much for $¢ many
pecple who are in desperate need of food,
medical care and love. Even though he has
departed from this world, he has left behind an
enduring Jegacy through his programs for chil-
dren. His passion-and commitment are carried
on through his incredible disciple and pariner,
Sister Mary Owens, who continues his work,
She is joined by many other dedicated staff
members and volunteers who will continue to
nurture and protect Father D'Ag’s children. No
one can visit Nyumbani withott being changed
forever.

Today, Kenya, the home of Father YAg's
work, is facing unusually difficult civil discord.
This recent civil unrest reminds us how fragile
lite can be in a nation where so many people
Hve in such quiet desperafion. Hopefully, these
fribal divisions will soon be healed. In the
meantime, we must stop and take a moment
o reflect upon one man——a Jesuit priest and
medical doctor—who put his heart, soul and
life into caring for those who could not care for
themseives. t s an honor o rise today and
cali on ali of my coBeagues and people around
the world to join in celebrating the great for-
tune that the bith and lfe of Father
D'Agostino was for the children of Kenya and
each of us whe had the opportunity to know
him.

Happy Bitthday, Father D'Ag, and thank you
for your enduring contributions.
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Mr. STUPAK, Madam Speaker, | rise fo rec-
ognize the Huron Humane Sociely (HMS} in
Alpena, Michigan, on #s 25th anniversary this
year, HHS is a nonprofil organization dedi-
cated io caring for the homeless dogs and
cats ¢f Alpena County. On any given day, the
shelter is charged with caring for more than 20
dogs and more than 80 cats. With a maximum
capacity of 120 animals, the shelter often
houses closer to 150. With so many urgent
neads in our local communities, our pels are
often overiooked. The Huron Humane Society
is making sure the welfare of four-legged
friends, considered family to many, is not
overiooked.

The Huron Humane Sociely has been pro-
viding a valuable service fo Alpena and the
surrounding communities for more than a

quarter century, HHS is a no-kill shelter and

works to heal and rehabilitate the pets that
come through its doors. White HHS cooper-
ates with local governments to provide serv-
ices lo the surrounding city, township and
county, it relies mostly on private donations to
keep the doors open, Fundraisers, granmis and
donations account for more than 85 percent of
its budget. And even with limited resources,
the shelter continues to put the animals it
cares for first.

The Huron Humane Society provides a full
range of services to help keep animals in
homes and rehabififate those animals that
come to the shelter. The sheiter serves as
sate haven for siray animals, and provides a
service for the residents of the commumity by
making sure all animals that come through its
doors are properly vaccinated. HHS provides
shefier for stray and lost pets, rehabilitates
those that are i or injured, and ultimately lo-
cates suitable homes for those pets. The
HMuren Humane Society promotes a public
education program, uiging individuals to spay
and neuter their pets, helping fo reduce the
number of unwanted animals in the commu-
nity. HHS also offer valuable training to pet
owners on properly caring for their pets, and
offers a microchipping service to the commu-
nity to aid in locating pets should they become
lost, -
The shelter manages to accomplish this
great work with a full-time staff of three and
three additional part-ime employees. White
the shelter also receives assistance from
those required 1o perform communily service
and local inmates, it is the community volun-
teers that provide the additional fabor to keep
fhe Huron Humane Sociely running.

This coming weekend, the Huron Mumane
Scciety wiil hold its 25th Anniversary Gala.
One year ago, this annual event raised more
than $15,000. More than 200 people opsned
up their checkbooks to help the shelter con-
tinue lo provide is valuable service to the
community. Especially as we see story after
story in the news of helpless animals being
abused and mistreated, it is important every
community have its own Huron Humane Sock
ety to look out for the animals that can't fook
out for themselves.

Madam Speaker, as the Huron Humans So-
ciety cetebrates its 25th anniversary, | ask that
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