Angelo D’Agostino, SJ, MD      
Reverend Angelo D'Agostino, SJ, MD, Jesuit Priest, Medical Doctor, and Rhode Island native, passed away unexpectedly in Nairobi, Kenya, on Monday, November 20, 2006.  Acclaimed internationally for his pioneering work with HIV+ orphans, Fr. D’Agostino would have turned 81 in January.  Known simply as “Father D’Ag,” he opened the first facility for HIV+ children in Kenya and fought tenaciously to make AIDS drugs affordable to the poor.  He leaves behind a legacy in Kenya that includes the Nyumbani Children’s Home; Nyumbani Diagnostic Laboratory for specialized HIV services; the Lea Toto community outreach program providing services to the families of more than 2,000 HIV+ children; and the Nyumbani Village, a self-sustaining community to serve 1,000 orphans and elders who have been left behind by the “lost generation” of the AIDS pandemic.  Reflecting the wide circle of admiration for his work, Fr. D’Agostino’s initiatives have been supported by fund-raising organizations in the United States, the United Kingdom, Italy, Kenya and, most recently, the Republic of Ireland.

Born and raised in the Mount Pleasant section of Providence, Rhode Island, Fr. D’Agostino was educated at Holy Ghost School, LaSalle Academy, and St. Michael’s College in Vermont.  He received both an MD and a Master’s Degree in Surgery from Tufts University Medical School, and spent two years as Chief of Urology and Captain in the United States Air Force.  He joined the Society of Jesus in 1955 and was ordained to the priesthood in 1966.  Shortly thereafter he completed his training as a Psychoanalyst at the Washington Psychiatric Institute, becoming the first ever priest-psychoanalyst.  In 1980 Fr. D’Agostino accepted the position of Medical Director of a refugee camp in Thailand, after which he became founding coordinator of the Jesuit Refugee Services in East Africa.  After establishing programs in Sudan, Ethiopia, Zaire and Tanzania, Fr. D’Agostino identified the need for a special facility to house abandoned children who were testing HIV+.  On September 8, 1992, Nyumbani Children’s Home opened with three orphans and has since expanded to provide care for ninety-five.  Fr. D'Agostino will be succeeded as Director General of the Nyumbani Projects by his co-worker from the beginning, Sister Mary Owens, IBVM.

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki sent a letter of condolences after D'Agostino's death, saying he “distinguished himself as a great Christian who worked diligently in serving vulnerable members of society and propagating the Christian faith.”  During his lifetime, Fr. D’Agostino established Centers for Psychiatry and Religion in both Washington, DC and Nairobi, and was one of the founding editors of the academic journal Human Development.  Three institutions—St. Michael’s College, the College of the Holy Cross and Le Moyne College—celebrated his achievements by granting him an Honorary Degree.  

On November 27, 2006 Father D’Agostino was laid to rest after a funeral Mass led by the Archbishop of Nairobi, Raphael Ndingi Mwana ‘n Nzeki..  Over 1,000 people from all walks of life attended the services including the staff and children of Nyumbani, residents of Nairobi’s slums, the Papal Nuncio to Kenya, and the President and the First Lady of Kenya.  Burial was in the cemetery of the Pedro Arrupe Jesuit Community.

Surviving siblings include Sr. Savina D'Agostino, FMM of North Providence, Rhode Island and Dr. Joseph D'Agostino of Fairfax, Virginia.  Father D’Agostino was preceded in death by his parents Luigi and Julia (Lonardo) D'Agostino of Providence, and three siblings: Anthony of Kansas City, Missouri; Rev. Lorenzo D'Agostino, SSE of Burlington, Vermont; and Carmella Knoeber of Salina, Kansas.

